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ÅMapping of Land, Sea and Air  routes from  Pakistan to Afghanistan, each 

of the CARs and Europe ( First Point of Entry)

ÅModes of Transport 

ÅLogistics and Land Transport Analysis 

ÅOpportunities  of Costs Reduction 

RESEARCH SCOPE 



1: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

The Silk Route & Collapse of Soviet Union



ÅAncient Silk route was a vast 

network of caravan trade 

routes connecting Asia with 

Mediterranean region from 

2nd century B.C. till 14th 

century A.D. 

ÅThe need for better regional 

transport connectivity in Asia 

was realized after World War 

II, due to significant geo-

political changes.

THE SILK ROUTE

The Network of Silk Route



THE SILK ROUTE



ÅCentral Asiaõs trade connectivity 

difficulties became more apparent after 

independence from Soviet Union in 

early 1990s, and five culturally and 

ethnically diverse countries namely 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, emerged 

that were facing political and economic 

stabilization challenges coupled with 

regional conflicts hindering trade routes. 

COLLAPSE OF SOVIET UNION (USSR)

Post-Collapse of Soviet Union

Å The once thriving regions along silk route transformed into 

landlocked regions cutoff from major maritime trade routes by 

national boundaries and difficult terrain



ÅThe Soviet transportation network 

was concentrated on Russia and 

other Soviet republics, while 

connections with the outside world 

were almost non-existent.

ÅProlonged conflicts in the 

neighborhood, Afghanistan, and 

partly closed borders impaired 

individual economic regimes. 

TRANSPORT NETWORK

C
o

n
c
e

n
tr

a
ti
o

n
 o

f T
ra

n
s
p

o
rt

 

N
e

tw
o

rk
 t
o
w

a
rd

s
 M

o
s
c
o
w

ÅAfghanistan has become entirely dependent upon Pakistan and Iran for 

access to sea routes and international markets whereas Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan became doubly land locked and have to face multiple 

border crossings to access sea routes in south and west.

ÅKazakhstan and Turkmenistan border the Caspian Sea, which is not an 

open sea. The region became one of the most remote and least 

economically integrated in the world.



2: CENTRAL ASIAN REPUBLICS | 

GEOGRAPHY 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Uzbekistan & Turkmenistan



GEOLOGICAL OBSTACLES

Land locked Mountainous Ranges



3: PAKISTAN | REGIONAL TRADE & 

TRANSIT ROUTES

Objectives



Pakistanõs National logistics policy lists 

following as main objectives: 

ÅMultimodal logistics will be 

strengthened to enhance domestic and 

international supply chain integration

ÅIntermodal terminals will be expanded 

to facilitate seamless integration of 

logistics via:

OBJECTIVES

1. Road

2. Rail

3. Marine

4.  Air



These objectives lead to trade connectivity efforts and various trade 

corridors have been devised under these bilateral /multilateral 

agreements with Pakistan as a main link to seaports. 

These corridors are:

ÅAsian Highway Network AHN Corridor

ÅEconomic Cooperation Organization ECO Corridor

ÅThe Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation CAREC Corridor 

ÅQuadrilateral Traffic in Transit Agreement QTTA Corridor

ÅKyrgyzstan-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Iran KTAI Corridor 

ÅIslamabad (Pakistan)-Tehran (Iran)-Istanbul (Turkey) ITI Corridor

ÅAfghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) Corridor

ÅChinaðPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

OBJECTIVES



4: REGIONAL TRADE & TRANSIT 

ROUTES | MAPS

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Europe



ÅAccess to Arabian Sea  (Coastline 990 KM)

o Three International deep sea PORTS (Karachi, Qasimand Gwadar)

ÅNeighbors: 

o Northern: China 

o Western: Landlocked Afghanistan  

o South West: Iran  

o Eastern: India 

ÅSecondary Neighbors

ÅApex south position providing easier access to Central Asian and 

neighboring countries and Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan

GEO-LOCATION ADVANTAGES



MAP OF PAKISTAN BORDER CROSSING POINTS & 

HIGHWAY/ MOTORWAY NETWORK



MAP OF ROAD ROUTES FROM PAKISTAN TO 

AFGHANISTAN



MAP OF APTTA - (AFGHANISTAN PAKISTAN TRADE 

IN TRANSIT AGREEMENT)



MAP OF CPEC - (CHINA PAKISTAN ECONOMIC 

CORRIDOR)



MAP OF ROAD ROUTES FROM PAKISTAN TO 

TAJIKISTAN



MAP OF ROAD ROUTES FROM PAKISTAN TO 

KYRGYZSTAN



MAP OF ROAD ROUTES FROM PAKISTAN TO 

KAZAKHSTAN



MAP OF ROAD ROUTES FROM PAKISTAN TO 

UZBEKISTAN



MAP OF ROAD ROUTES FROM PAKISTAN TO 

TURKMENISTAN



MAP OF ROAD ROUTES FROM PAKISTAN TO RUSSIA



MAP OF QTTA (QUADRILATERAL TRADE IN 

TRANSIT AGREEMENT)



MAP OF ITI- ISLAMABAD, TEHRAN & ISLAMABAD



MAP OF LAPIS LAZULLI ROAD CORRIDOR



MAP OF KTAI ROAD CORRIDOR

(KYRGYZSTAN, TAJIKISTAN, AFGHANISTAN & IRAN)



MAP OF KTAI ROAD CORRIDOR

(KYRGYZSTAN, TAJIKISTAN, AFGHANISTAN & IRAN)



MAP OF MULTI-MODAL ROUTE FROM PAKISTAN TO 

MOSCOW, RUS



MAP OF MULTI-MODAL ROUTE FROM 

PAKISTAN TO KAZAKHSTAN



MAP OF AIR ROUTES: HUB BASED CONNECTIONS  

DUBAI, DOHA & ISTANBUL 



MAP OF RAIL NETWORK IN CENTRAL ASIA



MAP OF RAIL CORRIDOR FROM TURKEY TO 

KAZAKHSTAN


